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BRISBANE RANGES EXCURSION. LEADER JOHN GREGURKE. 


Instead of travelling along the Western Freeway and the Ballan-Anakie road to 
get to the Brisbane Ranges Park we drove through Warrenheip, Dunnstown, Mt. 
Egerton to Mt. Wallace, then along the Mt. Wallace- Bacchus Marsh road. We 
then turned off this road into Camp track to the Boar Gully Camping Area. In this 
area Rough Wattle Acacia aspera provided some understorey under gum trees. 
Other plants seen here included Matted Bush-pea Pultenea pedunculata, Dianella 
revoluta and Prickly Broom-heath Monotocia scoparia. Choughs had built a mud 
nest in a tree near a small dam. The neat bowl-shaped nest contained two young 
birds that were fed by several other birds. One older bird 
appeared to be doing some house-keeping 1n the nest. 


s--- | An orange coloured moss covered some areas of ground 
¥2"'| under trees near Thompsons road. This area had been 
P< | burnt in a 2005 fire. Orchids seen here included Pink 
Fingers Caladenia carnea, Musky Caladenia gracilis, 
Sun orchid Thelmitra sp. and the Leopard Orchid Diuris pardina. Among the 
Acacia family were Myrtle Wattle Ac.myrtifolia, Mitchell’s Wattle Ac.mitchellii 
and Prickly Moses Ac. verticillata. Other plants seen in this area included the 
Common Rice-flower Pimelia humilis, Creamy Candles Stackhousia monogyna, 
Tall Sundews Drosera peltata ssp. auriculata, Climbing Fringe-lily Thysanotus 
patersonii, Common Correa C. reflexa and two members of the daisy family, 
Common Billy-buttons Craspedia variabilis and the Button Everlasting Helichry- 
sum scorpoides. The Brisbane Ranges Grevillea G. steiglitziana, which has a lim- 
ited range along the Rowsely fault, grew here. Trees included the Long-leafed 
Box Eucalyptus goniocalyx. 


Farther along the Mt. Wallace-Bacchus Marsh near Aeroplane road we came to 
area that had not been burnt. Here we were wary of a large swarm of bees cling- 
ing to a branch of a tree. The bees were not very active, probably because of the 
cool weather. Among the colourful plants seen were Rosy Baeckia Euryomyrtus 
ramosissima ssp.ramosissima, the Grass Trigger-plant Sylidium sp., the endemic 
Golden Bush-pea Pultenea gunnii, Shrubby Platysace lanceolata, Dense Mint- 
bush Prostanthera decussata, more Grevillea, and two more members of the 


daisy family, Cypress Daisy-bush Olearia teretifolia and Grey Everlastings 
Ozothamnus obcordatus. 


We travelled to the Anakie Gorge Picnic Ground for lunch. For those of us who 
had been to this area in previous years the difference this time was stark, with the 
surrounding hills scorched by the intense fires last January. Because of this year’s 
dry winter and spring there was practically no regrowth of understorey plants and 
only limited growth from the burnt trees on the hillside. A Pallid Cuckoo was 
heard calling but not seen on the hillside. 


The Brisbane Ranges is particularly noted for its wildflowers with about 800 spe- 
cles occurring. The Friends of the Brisbane Ranges had a Wildflower Display at 
the Anakie Hall. Here we were able to view some flowers that we had seen and 
others that we did not see in the field. After looking at the displays for an hour 
we boarded a large bus that the Friends of the Brisbane Ranges provided to look 
at some more areas, mostly near the southern end of the Ballan-Anakie road. 


At our first stop, Grass-trees Xanthorrhoea australis with flower spikes to 3 me- 
tres above blackened stems with a green skirt of narrow leaves encouraged the 
photographers to get into action. The Victorian Park’s Rang- 
er said that forty per cent of the park’s area of about 8000 
MF hectares was burnt over three days last January. The fires 
| were started by lightning. The most damage was done on the 

Fons day, with hot opens winds that later shifted South- 


A secetaed the contitions for flowering provided after the 
fires. Thousands of Milkmaids Burchardia umbellata were 
also flowering. Trees in this area included the Red 
Stringybark. Also seen were Blue Squill Chamaescilla corymbosa and Bent 
Goodenia G. geniculata. 


Before re-entering the bus we had the soles of our footwear brushed and then 
sprayed with a methylated spirit and water solution as a precaution against the 
spread of the Cinnamon Fungus which is a serious problem in the park. This or- 
ganism invades the fine root hairs of many native plants, causing root rot and 
plant die-back. There is no known cure for the disease, but its spread can be lim- 
ited by preventing the movement of infected soil. 


Orchids seen out our last stop included more Leopard Orchids and the Wallflow- 
er Orchid Diuris orientis. There were lots more Milkmaids. Members of the Fa- 
baceae family seen were the Running Postman Kennedia prostrata, Austral Indi- 
go australis, Hoary Bush-pea Pultenea daltonii and the Dwarf bush- ane Pultenea 
humilis. Other plants noticed the Screw Fern Lindsaea jy 

linearis and the Many-flowered Mat-rush Lomandra 
multiflora. We boarded the bus again for the trip back | 
to Anakie. A Wedge-tailed was seen soaring above Mt. 
Anakie. Not many species of birds were seen on the 
day. Ken Hammond provided a list of some below. 


Pallid Cuckoo Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Chough uperb Fairy-wren 
Red-browed Finch Little Raven 


Crimson Rosella Straw-necked Ibis 


Wedge-tailed Eagle Brown Falcon 
Welcome Swallow Brown Thornbill 


Les Hanrahan 


VALE PAT MURPHY 


Recently the club lost a valued member and friend with the passing of Pat 
Murphy. 


Pat was a long time active member of our club holding executive and com- 
mittee positions over an extended period and was a committee member at 
the time of her death. She added immeasurably to knowledge of local bush- 
land, diligently maintaining plant lists including keeping up to date with 
name changes and providing education to members and the wider communi- 
ty though leadership of excursions and presentations at meetings. Pat was a 
keen naturalist and could be relied on to know where there were rare plants 
and to assist with the preparation of submissions when needed. 


Pat’s special interest was plants but not only the things that are easily seen. 
She would often name and point out the beauty in small plants. She was 
always pleasant and patient as she shared her extensive knowledge. 


In 1993 Pat was awarded one of the two first club medallions given to mem- 
bers as an indication of the esteem in which she was held. 


The club extends its condolences to Bill and his extended family, we will 
miss Pat for many reasons. 


INGLEWOOD EXCURSION PICTURES 


Peter and Claire Dalman showed photos of the club excursion to Inglewood re- 
cently. A full report of the excursion appeared in last month’s newsletter. Photos 
shown provided highlights for those unable to attend. Some showed the effect of 
eucalyptus harvesting for oil production, a number of the flowers observed, some 
historic building ruins visited and the eggs in a masked lapwing’s nest that was in 
the centre of the motel carpark. 


Also shown were some photographs taken recently of the effects of last January’s 
fires in the Grampians. A drive up Mt William clearly shows the effect of fire 
intensity on vegetation recovery. Where fire was hot little revegetation has oc- 
curred. Cooler fire temperatures, perhaps night burning has allowed much more 
new growth. Badly burnt areas reveal vistas normally obscured by trees. Rock 
splitting is evident and interesting. Along the Mt Difficult Track near Wartook 
Reservoir one “edge” of the fire, created by bulldozer can be seen. One direction 
erowth is dense. Turn the other way, quite the opposite. 


SEANA MARYBOROUGH SPRING CAMP 


The South East Australian Naturalists Association (SEANA) Spring Campout was 
held during the weekend of October 14" and 15" hosted by the Maryborough 
Field Naturalists. Ballarat was represented by Elaine and John Gregurke, Peter 
and Claire Dalman and Les Hanrahan. A few others had intended going but were 
unable. In total about 90 participants attended from across Victoria. The weather 
was kind after a few unseasonably hot days just prior to the camp. Rain had been 
forecast but all we saw were just enough drops to make dirty smears on dusty 
cars. Nobody would have minded a downpour. Everywhere we went the bush 
was dry and crunchy but being field nats we still found plenty to interest us. 


A choice of four excursions was offered, most people choosing two on Saturday 
and one on Sunday morning, with lunch each day at Maryborough’s comfortable 
club rooms. Parks Victoria rangers Rob Brouwers and Samantha Nester led 
Saturday trips to Paddy’s ranges National Park. On a mini bus we drove along 
tracks and learned about park management techniques, particularly thinning of 
trees on several areas to enable remaining trees to grow better. Differing 
treatments are being trialled in different places and are being monitored to assess 
effectiveness. Sometimes trees are felled and left in situ, sometimes felled trees 
are removed 1n differing percentages. 


We also visited an area of bush fenced off since the 1950s to exclude rabbits and 
discourage kangaroos and wallabies. The “block” 1s about 5 acres and a walk 
from the car park. Vegetation within the fence was thicker and taller than that 
outside and we noticed a few plants there that were not seen elsewhere — fairy 
wax and correa and a lonely wahlenbergia. A stand of young cherry ballarts was 
obvious. The drought and recent hot, windy days meant that flowers were poor or 
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not present. We did see a Diggers Speedwell (Parahebe perfoliata) which had us 
cuessing about its identity. 


Garry Cheers led us to a bush patch at the Havelock Nature Conservation Reserve 
where we stopped at the intersection of Simpsons and United Kingdom Tracks to 
see a gentle “hill” which was different to close bush. Garry called it “Hillcrest 
herb rich woodland”. The reserve was a high priority swift parrot site and these 
birds had been seen there every year except one in the last ten. Here, as elsewhere, 
plants were suffering but birds were all about and calls were pleasant. We had a 
good look at a rufous whistler and female mistletoe bird and weebiulls flew about. 
Other birds we heard or saw included the melodious oriole, black chinned 
honeyeater, striated pardalote and brown headed honeyeater. Plants seen included 
convovulous, eutaxia, nodding saltbush and a few pimeleas. After a while we 
decided the dry bush had revealed its treasures and we moved to the sewerage 
settling ponds to see more birds and this was worthwhile. The ponds supported 
large numbers of water birds. A particular highlight was a good look at a beautiful 
diamond firetail. 


On Saturday evening at the Annual General Meeting retiring members of the 
SEANA Committee were re-elected with the consequence that the executive will 
continue with the same people. The general meeting approved the distribution of 
surplus funds from the Australian Naturalists Network tour to conservation 
organisations. Discussion took place about locations of future campouts. The 
Maryborough Club provided each attending club with a copy of their book titled 
“Fifty Golden Years”. The club has been very active 1n conservation and the book 
outlined many of their achievements. Well done Maryborough. 


The evening address was delivered by Gary Cheers. He initially talked about how 
offsets worked when developers wanted to remove vegetation, explaining how the 
‘quality’ of the vegetation was taken into account and how an offset could be 
achieved by improving poor, grazed land with trees on it. He gave an example of 
how removing 20ha of vegetation might require 300ha as an offset and explained 
how developers were required to improve and maintain an offset area for 10 years. 
The majority of his presentation was on different Ecological Vegetation Classes 
(EVCs) and he outlined the nature of some of the 957 EVCs with a leaning towards 
those associated with and close to box iron bark forests. Box ironbark should have 
about 120 trees per hectare with 20 very big ones, but harvesting and regrowth has 
meant this is now 800 or more. Shrub cover should be 30% but in many areas was 
lucky to be 5%. Other EVCs described included Grassy woodland, Heathy 
woodland, Heathy dry forest, Grassy valley forest, Shrubby woodland, Mallee, 
Sandstone ridge shrubland, and Hill herb rich woodland. For each of these the 
typical percentages of large trees and shrubs was given and pictures of typical 
plants provided. 


Supper was amazing. The Maryborough club’s generosity even allowed sufficient 
food for Sunday lunch. 


On Sunday we went with Maryborough club member Kathy Webb to Bull Gully 
Rock Wells and Battery Dam. The aboriginal wells at Bull Gully were fenced and 
protected at the instigation of the Maryborough club in 1958. The wells comprise 
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five holes about 60cm by 20 cm with hollows underneath being up to 137cm in 
length and in some cases adjoining underneath. In all they hold just over 168 
litres of water. The location is reputed to be an overnight stopping place when 
aborigines moved. Rocks were placed on top of the openings to protect the 
precious water. Battery Dam was an interesting gold mining and eucalyptus 
distillery site with much evidence of these operations clearly visible. Explanatory 
signs were useful. Added interest at this location was a yellow-tufted honeyeater 
building its nest only a few inches above the ground and clearly visible making 
many visits bringing small feathers and other material to line the nest. 


Other excursions went to Timor or the Amherst Big Reef. 


Despite the dry bush it was a very enjoyable weekend and the efforts and 
organisation of the Maryborough club were sincerely appreciated. The next camp 
is in the Otways at Forrest next March. 


Claire and Peter Dalman 


' 
: 


Aboriginal rock wells at Bull Gully. 
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FNC BALLARAT MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OCTOBER 6 2006 


The President welcomed 30 members and visitors. 


Correspondence in: (selected) 
DSE Bacchus Marsh Fire District Fire Ops Plan (draft) 
Whirrakee September 2006 
Geelong Naturalist September & October 2006 
Victorian Naturalist August 2006 
Field Nats News 158 
FNCV invitation to presentation of Natural History Medallion to Ian Fraser. 
Floreo magazine (Royal Botanic Gardens) 
Letter from FNCV re unsuccessful nomination of Ern Perkins for ANH Medallion. 
Newsletter from Australian Bush Heritage Fund. 
Regent Honeyeater Newsletter. 
Trust for Nature Conservation Bulletin October 2006 
FNCV Calendar of events October 2006-January 2007. 
Mail-out from SEANA re agenda for AGM 


Treasurer's Report: 
Opening Balance: $4383.68 Closing balance: $4387.43 


General Business 

e The President welcomed Bill Murphy to the meeting and noted the sad loss of Pat 
Murphy. Bill has indicated he will lead the November excursion. 

e A flyer is available for the Stella Bedggood lecture next month. Members were reminded 
that it begins at 8pm, and were requested to bring a generous plate of food for supper. 
The room would be set up at 2pm. 


e Alison Williams was thanked for her assistance as secretary in Carol Hall’s absence. 


Show & Tell/Field Reports 
® Carol Hall: Literature re the geology and wildlife of the UK from her trip. 


® Chris and Anna Baulch: in the Grampians, Red Beaks (Lyperanthus nigricans) in 
profusion amongst the flowering Grass Trees (Xanthorrhoea australis) Dunkeld Road, 
almost opposite Serra Road. 


® Dulcie Brooke: Wood Ducks seen nesting in tree hollow in Forest St elm North of 
Howitt St). Parent in tree, duckling on ground. 


® Claire Dalman: at Lake Corangamite, vast numbers of birds; near Cressy, 2 Brolgas, 2 
Cape Barren Geese. 


® Ken and Del McDonnell: at Creswick, very large flock of White-naped Honeyeaters on 2 
flowering gums over about 2 weeks. 


® Stephanie Davison: near Gong Gong Reservoir a Powerful Owl calling from tree behind 
house, answered by another one tn the south-west. A Boobook seen. 


® Elspeth Swan: Sunraysia Highway near Mt Bolton — dead Spot-tailed Quoll; near Boar 
Track camping area in the Brisbane Ranges a Powerful Owl holding a waterbird. 


Syllabus Item: In place of Dave King who was ill, John and Alison Williams gave a digital 
presentation about wildlife in their part of the UK. They were thanked by Peter Dalman who 
then showed images taken on the club campout weekend around Inglewood and reported on 
the trip. Supper 


CALENDAR 


November 
Fri 3 Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture—Professor Martin Westbrooke, 
Von Mueller’s Contribution to the Botany of Victoria 
Sun 5 am. Bush blocks near Trawalla - Bill Murphy and Chris Chapman 
| pm ‘Belmont’ near Beaufort - Jo Reid 
Tues 21 Committee meeting at Les Hanrahan’s home at 7.30pm 
December 
Fri | Kurtis Noyce—Ballarat Environmental Network Activities and 
Reserves 
Sun 3 BEN Excursion—Kurtis Noyce 
Supper Duty: October Volunteers needed! 
November Volunteers needed! 
Committee 
President ............ccccceeeeeees Mr Peter Dalman 
Vice-President...............0. Mr Greg Binns 
POCTCLAIY j.csssacdvessvaraseeanees Mrs Carol Hall 
TTCASULELD 0... 0... cece ceeceeeee wees Mr Les Hanrahan 
Miss Helen Burgess............ Mrs Claire Dalman .......... 
Miss Maureen Christie........ Mr John Williams............ 
Mr John Gregurke .............. Mrs Alison Williams ....... 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 


Email: 


Website: www.ballarat.yourguide.com.au Click on Local Info. Search Environment 


Meetings are held at Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts (VicRoads 
254 F8) on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Ballarat Market Place (formerly Creswick Plaza) Creswick Rd.., 
Ballarat (VicRoads 255 M10) at 9.30am unless otherwise specified. 
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